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Present; Carole Montague 
  Dave Lee 

Doreen Hobbs 
Nicky Smallbone 
Neil Topping 

Next Meeting; 4 April 2022 at 2 pm, on Teams 
   Chair and minutes to be agreed nearer the date 

 
Business 

1. Presentation on Social Prescribing 
 
 Sarah Rudd welcomed to the meeting.  Sarah is one of a team of 3 Social Prescribers 

funded by the PCN to cover Watlington, Chalgrove, Wheatley and Thame.  She gave 
details of how Social Prescribing is helping patients who may otherwise not receive 
attention and also helping alleviate some of the workload on GP staff. 
 

 The other two members, Rachel Poole and Derek Mitchel Dorny are funded via a contract 
with Age Concern. 
 

 Thanks to Sarah for explaining the role of social prescribing. 
 

2. Minutes 
 
 No matters arising, all actions have been completed. 

 
3. Practice Update by CM 

 
 CM advised there are no flu vaccines left and no more will be forthcoming so anyone who 

wants to have a vaccination will have to use other services such as pharmacies. 
 

 Some covid vaccinations are still being given when vaccines become available, mainly 
fourth doses for vulnerable and/or immunosuppressed patients.  The majority of 
vaccinations are being undertaken at specialist hubs such as the Kassam. 
 

 Nearly 50 housebound patients have also now been fully vaccinated. 
 

 Some of the vaccines can present logistical problems, particularly Pfizer as they tend to 
have short use by dates and can only be moved once from Wheatley where they are 
delivered initially. 
 

 Dr Liz Tidy has now started her final training period.  The Practice is now designated a 
training one whereby new GP’s can receive their final training after qualification. 
 

 Dr McManus is the lead trainer and, along with increasing administrative tasks, means 
that she has less time to carry out face to face consultations. 
 

 Similar constraints affect Dr Ding at Watlington. 
 

 Telephone triage is likely to continue long term as it has been found to be an effective way 
of dealing with many patients saving them and staff time.  It is recognised though that 
some patients still prefer attending the Surgery. 
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 It is interesting though that the number of normal infections such as colds is significantly 
reduced in recent months.  This is probably due to the much-reduced numbers in waiting 
rooms and the fact that the majority wear masks. 
 

 If there is a clinical need, any patient will always be seen face to face. 
 

 The recommendations concerning shingles vaccinations have changed recently and they 
are now available to anyone aged between 70 and 79. 
 

4. SELF 
 
 NT continues to attend meetings and recently distributed minutes from the last meeting. 

 
 He expressed some concern about the major change to the CCG (clinical commissioning 

group) that is happening in April.  Oxfordshire is being merged with Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 
 

5. AOB 
 
 DL advised Ann Reed has gone into long term care and will no longer be able to be 

involved in PPG meetings.  The PPG would like to thank her for her commitment over 
many years and wish her and her husband Ray well for the future. 

 

 

Action Points 

Who Action 

DL   Produce an article for local publications giving more detail about the 
activities of the Social Prescribing team. 

 


